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KGB. Ex-Double Agent Turns Author

Former Spy in Bonn Reappears to Promote His Memoirs

By William Drozdiak

Washington Post Forengn Service

EAST BERLIN, March 12—For_
10 years at_the peak of the cold
war. he served as the chief of West
Germany's _espionage activities
against the Soviet Bloc. But his true
employers sat in KGB headquarters
in Moscow, and he loyally fed them
the most precious information that
crossed his desk.

The saga of Heinz Felfe, one of
the most proficient known Soviet
agents to pass through the looking
glass of the East-West intelligence
war, is_never distant from the
minds of western spy chiefs when

?hwnﬂmm
infiltrators and consider how much
sensitive material they can share
with their West German allies.

-fi r _his_ar-
rest in West Germany for high trea-
son, Felfe emerged today from his
sheltered life as a former Soviet

duct research for his book in KGB
archives in Moscow, where he says
he was able “to read all that my own
hand had put there.” He contended
that his “KGB friends” said he could
write what he wished and that he
deleted upon their request only a
few incidents.

“ have my Mercedes and my vid-
eo recorder; I am very comfort-
able,” Felfe added later, as he
signed copies of his book. Asked
about his family, he said he was di-
vorced, then lowered his eyes and
mentioned that his children remain
in West Germany and do not wish to
speak to him,

Felfe was released in 1969 as
part of a major East-West spy swap
after serving six years of a 15-year
sentence. He settled in East Berlin

and_was named professor of crim-
inology at Humboldt University.
Tn his press conference, Felfe

classified information exchanged at
that time between West Germany
and its allies.

Felfe’s work for Moscow report-
edly compromised even the Dasic
structure and techniques utilized by
West German intelligence, W ich
was thoroughly revamped after his
exposure as a double agent.

;s treason, according to his for-
mer West German intelligence
boss, Renhard Genlen, also Ted to
the arrest and deaths of many
agents during the 1950s. But Felte
reﬁseg to confess to any g_mlt, say-
ing that his colieagues harbored
political opinions that he could not

In response to questions by west-

ern reporters, Felie sad he has not
et met Hans-Joachim Tiedge, the
West_German counterintelligence

officer who defected to the East last

year amid mounting personal prob-

sketched an_extraordinary spying
career that evolved from his war-

Blac agent to launch the publication
of his autobiography, “In Service of
the Adversary.” In his solemn blue
suit, gray hair and thick eyeglasses,
he looked more like a professor
than a double agent who inflicted
some of the worst damage to west-
erq intelligence at a critical stage in
postwar history.

“I am satisfied with my life,” he
declared at a press conference in
one of East Berlin's plushest hotels.
“I have lived my life and made a
contribution to society as [ under-
stand it. I am happy here, and [ still
get my pension from the KGB.”

The rare spectacle of a Soviet
agent hawking his memoirs stirred
speculation among diplomats and
other foreign analysts that apart
from disseminating Soviet-approved
perspectives through a Hamburg
publishing house, Moscow’s intel-
hger_lce elite wanted to signal its
fprelgn agents that a pleasant re-
tirement warranted the risks of a
jail sentence in the West.

Felfe said he was allowed to con-

Time service as a 55 criminal officer

and his recruitment, as a prisoner ot

war. by Soviet intelligence officers

in the ruins of Berlin.

He said he developed strong sym-
pathies with the Soviet cause and
accepted the delicate task of pen-
etrating West_German _inteliigence
services being set up under super-

vision of the U.S, intelligence.

“It was absolutely clear to me
that the hope for the future lay with
the Soviet Union and not in the
United States,” Felfe said. He said
he became disgusted with the west-
ern allies because of the carpet-
bombing raids that destroyed his
native city of Dresden.

During his tenure as head of
West German intelligence activities
targeted on the Soviet Union, Felfe
was able to supply Moscow with
what Bonn government officials ad-
mitted was some of the most highly

lems with debts and alcohgl_l_s__m.
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